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alliances, previously to the moment when Tippoo
may expect to be enabled to attack us.    The
whole of my arrangements will shortly be com*
umnicatecl to you; at present, I shall only recom-
mend to you in the most earnest manner, the
speedy and effectual  execution of  the measure
directed in the annexed despatch.  As I know your
honest zeal for the public service, and the activity
which accompanies it, I look with confidence to
the accomplishment of my anxious wish for the
success of that part of my plan which is now
committed to your charge.    I imagine that the
best position for assembling the troops destined
for Hyderabad would be in the Guntoor Circar.
You will feel the great importance of selecting a
proper officer for this very arduous command.
The British force at Hyderabad, after the pro-
poed addition, will amount nearly to seven thou-
sand men, office^ and artillery included; it is my
intention, if the plan should succeed, to recall the
Bengal regiment, and to draw the whole detach-
ment for Hyderabad from Fort St. George.    This
will preserve a unity of discipline as well as pre-
vent jealousies in the detachment.   You will at
once feel that such a command is an object for
the ambition of your most distinguished officers.
I need not recommend the most strict attention
to sccresy in the whole of this proceeding; the
least intimation of my design would instantly set
the whole French faction at Hyderabad in motion,,